'MRS. WARD'S

in Country and City.

Iml'r. 18041

Mrs. Humphrey |

is six years
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mere” are still fresh in the memory.
“Marcells,” Mra. Ward's new novel,
wvill be published on April &

school and marriage, and of her intel-

lectual growth to the full mental

ers of & modern woman, but the

ovel itself is a remarkable portrayal

of country and city conditions in Eng-
jand as they exist to-day.

The daughter of a younger son of an
pld country family, Marcella is kept
&t school while her parents
pbroad. Then on leaving school she
falls in with a group of soeialists and

gains opinions as to social sad philan-
thropic questions on which the inei-

dents of the novel hinge. To quote:
“At any rate,
eame for her to leave Misy Pemberton
her mother wrote from abroad that, na
Mareella had of late shown decided
mptitude both for music wnd painting,
it woild be well that she should culti-
wate both gifts for awhile more serious- |
¥ than would be poasible &t home.

Mrs. Boyce had made inquiries and | g3 wrrane up, horror descending on
jwas quite willing that her daughter | i e, S ne

Ihuuidgoiars time to a lady whose

MES, ITMTHERY WARDy

pddress she Inclosed and to wnomehe
berself had written—a lady who re-
oeived girli students working st the
Bounth Kensington art classes

*“So begun sn experienco a3 novel
8 It was stremunous. Marcella soon
developod all the airs of indepen-
dence and all the jargon of two
professions. Working with consuming
energy and smbition she pushed ber
giftsso far &s to beocome at least & very
fntelligent, eager and contfident critio
of the art of other people, which is
moch. But though art stirred and
trained her, gave her new horizons and
new standands, it was not in art that

she found uitimately the chief excite- |

ment and motive-power of her_new life
—mnot in art, but in the
and philanthropic ardor, the sense of a
hitherto unsuspected soeial power,
“One of her girl friends and fellow
students had two brothers in London,
both st work at South Kensington,
and living not far from their sister.
The three were orphans. They sprang
from a wnervous, artistic stock, and
Marcella ha:dl never before e ome near
snyone capable of crowding so much
living into the twenty-four hours. The
two brothers, both of them =killful
und artistic designers in different
lines, and hard at work all day, were
members of a rising :
pnd spent their evenings ¢
tirely on various forms of so

sociulist socie

effort
mod  socialist  propagsuda.  ‘They
peemed to Marcella's u mng cves abso~
Intely sincere and quite unworldly.

I‘lw. lived as “nrmu n; and botl
luxuries and the chi
were ch‘;u:!l._\'

there could be
property or pr
Incredible 1o t!
Fall of lurid
firawn from the

uny

existi

fon; and thourh one was humorons
and handsome, the otl short, sickly
pud pedantic, neither could discuss the
pocialist ideal without passion, nor

hear it attacked without anger. And
in milder measure their sister, who
possessed more artistic £ift than cither

of them. wes like wnto them.

But Mereclla's father nuexpectedly
sncceeds to the family estate; and sho
finds hersell, with her newly-formed
riews, a member of the class against

which the socialist movement is di-
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=y T IS more than |
two years since

Ward'slastnov- | jite gnd the evils of the English game-

:‘l}. “T;le Df“: | preserving system are described in de-
ryY o vid a0l

Grieve," ap- ! Marcellas passes the night before ex-

peared, and it i ecution with the wife and dying child

gince the pub-

“Robert Els-
The re-
ligious dissen-
sions aroused
by “Robert Els-

It is the
story of an English girl's life between

travel |

when the moment

birth Of soecial |

rected. Thus’she becomes engaged to
the heir of a noble house, and it is the
conrse of this ecngagement, the
estrangement and final reconciliation
| which make up the story of the book.
Marcella does not abandon her theo-
ries, and it is the refusal of her lover
|tu interfere with the sentence of &
| poacher who has wurdered one of his

]gmkcepurs. and in whom

is interested, which impels her to
bresk her engagement. The incidents
leasding up to the trisl and eonviction
! of the poacher zre powerfully depicted,
aud the squalor of English village

of the eondemned poacher. This is
| one of the most dramatic passages in

Hurd held up hér head aha listened,

The church clock tolled eight. She

inelt there, struck motionless by ter
ror—by recollection.

“'Oh! Jim!' she said,
breath—'my Jim."

Marcella next interests herself In
London hospital work, and becomesa
charity nurse. The scene described in
the following quotation is her first
meeting with her former lover, Aldous
Raeburn.

“it's a Aght! said Peabody, as the
crowd came up with them. “Listen!’

“Shricks—of the most ghastly and
piercing note, rang through the air.
The men and women who rushed past
the two strangers—hustling them, yet
too excited to notice them—were sll
making for a houss some ten or twelve
yards in front of them, to thelr Jeft
Aldous had turned white.

“*It is a woman!' he said, aftor an

the book.
“From time to time Marcella prob-
ably slept in her chair. Or else it was |

ations through the mind that hastened |
the hours. Once when the first streaks
of the March dawn were showing
through the curtains Miota Hurd
sprang up with a loud ery:

“=0h, my God! Jim, Jim! Oh, nol—
take that off. Oh, please, sir, pleasel!
Gh, for God's sake, sirl’

“Agony strugpled with sleep. Mar-
ceila, shuddering, held and soothed
her, and for awhile sicep, or rather the
drog im her veins, triumphed again
For another hour or two she lay rest-
lessly tossing from side to side, butun-
| conscions,

“Willie hardly moved all night.
Agein and aguin Marcella held beef
tea or milk to his mouth, and tried to |
rouse him to take it, but she could
make no impression on the passive
lips, the sleeping serenity of the brow
never changed.

“At last, with a start, Marcells |
looked round and saw that the morn-
ing was fully there. A ccld light was
| etreaming lhmugh the curtains, the
| fire was still glowing: but her limbs
| were stiff wund chilled uude.r her shawl

her. Her shaking fingers could hardly

draw out the watch in her belt

T TEn mInaTes o S1Fmer :
“For the first time the girl folt nerve
and resolution fail ber. She looked as

Mr< Burd and wrung lher hands. The
mother was muttering and moving,
but not yet fully awalre; and Willie
lay as before. Ilardly knowing what
she was dolng, she drow the curtains
baok, as though iospiration might
come with the light. The rain clouds
trailed acrosa the common:; water
dripped heavily from the thatch of the
cottage; and a few birds twittered
from some bedraggled larches at the
edge of the common. Far away, be-
vond and beneath those woods to the
right, Widrington lay on the plain,
with that high-walled stone building
at its edge. She saw everything as it
now ranst be happening as plainly as
though she was bodily present there—
the last meal—the pinioning—the chap-
lain. |

“Goaded by the passing seconds she
turned back st last to wake that poor
sleeper behind her. But something di- |
verted hoer. With a start she saw thas |
Willie's eyes weres open.

“Willie,” she said, ronning to him,
‘how are yom, desr? Shall I lift your |
Lead a little™ !

“ile did not answer, though she
thonght he tried. and she was struck
by the blueness under the eves and
Hurriedly she felt his tiny feet.
They were g s ¢cold.

“‘Mra. Hurd!" gshe eried. rousing her |
in haste; ‘dear Mrs. lurd, come and
see Willie?”

“The mother sprang up hewildered,
and, hurrying acrosz the room, threw
hersel! upon him.

***Wiilie, what is it ails yon, dear?
Tell mother. Is it your feet are so
coid? But we'll rub them—we'll get
vou warm soon.  And here'ssomething
to make you better.' Mareella handed
her some brandy, ‘Drink it, dear; drink
it, sweetheart!” Her volce grew shrill,

‘*He can't,” said Marcells. ‘Do mnot
It us plague hir i5 the end. Dr. |
Clarke said it wonld come in the morn-

nose.

forgetti ngl
for t’w moment—
his little life he
came first even with his mot
“There was a sligFit movement of the |
hand.
**He

1

Ly
|

wanis his animals.’ said .\!.\r'

cella, the tears pouring down her|
checks. She lifted them and put them
on hls breast, laying the cold fingers

over them.
**Then he tried to spealk.
“‘Daddy’ he whispered, looking uy |

folly at his mother: ‘take ‘em to dnddy? |

“She fell on her kpees beside him |
with a shriek, hiding her face, and
sheking from 1} f Marcella |

head to foot.
elone saw th ht, mysterious smile,

I murder. You go back for that police-
the perpetunal rush of images and sen- |

, piteously and as though in exhaustion

| beast in human shape, maddened ap-

| servants every week -—Texas Siftings |

instant’s listening, ‘and it sounds like

man!

*And without another word he threw
himseif on the erowd, foreing his way
through it by the help of arms and
ehoulders which in years gone by had
done good service for the Trinity eight.
Drink-sodden men and screaming
wormnen gave way before bim. He found
himself at the door of the house, ham-
mering upon it with two or three gther
men who were thers before him. The
nolse from within wasappalling—eries,
groans, uproar, all the sonnds of a
deadly struggle proceading apparentiy
on the second floor of the house. Then
came a heavy fall—then the sound of a
voice, different in guality snd aceent
from any that had gone before, crying

—'Help!

“Almost at the same moment the
door which Aldous and his companions
were trying to force was bumit open
{rom within, and three men seemed to
be shot out from the dark passage inside
—two wrestling with the third, s wild

perently with drink, and splashed with
blood.

4 Ee's done for her!" shonted one of
the captors; ‘an’ for the sister, tool"

“*The siater]” shrieked a woman be- |

hind Aldous—'it’'s the nuss he means!

1 sor her go in when I wor st my win- |

dow half an hour ago. Oh! yer black-
guard, you!'—and ske would bhave
fallen upon the wretch in a frenzy,
had not the bystanders caught hold of
her.

“*‘Stand backl’ cried = policeman.
Three of them had come up at Pen-
body's call. The man was instantly
secured, and the crowd pushed back.

“Aldrous was already upstairs.

* *WWhich room? he asked of a group
of women crying and cowering on the
first landing—for wmll sounds from
above had ceased.

“*Third floor front,' cried ome of |

them. ‘We all of us begged and im-
plored of that yonng person, sir, not to
go a-near him! Didn't we, Betsy?—
didn’t we, Doll?

*“Aldous ran up.

'‘On the third floor the door of the
front room was open. A woman lay
on the ground, apparently besten to
death.

- “By her side, torn, disheveled and
pasping, knelt Marcella Boyce. Two
or three other women were standing
by in helpless terror and euriosity.
Marcella was bending over the bleed-
ing victim before her. Her own left
arm hung as though disabled by her
side; but with the right hand she was
doing her best to staunch some of the
bleeding from the head. Her bag
stood open beside her, and one of the
chattering women was handing her
what she ssked for. The sight stamped
ftaelf in lines of horror on Raeburn's
heart

“In such an exaltation of nerve ehe
eould be surprised at nothing. When
she saw Raeburn enter the room she
did not even start.

“‘1 think,' she said, as he stooped
down to her—speaking with pauses. aa
though to get her breath—‘he has—
killed her. But there—is 8 chance.
Are the—police there—and o stretehsr?

“Two comnstables entered as she
spolke, and the first of them iostantly
sent his companion back for a stretch-
er. Then noticing Marcella’s nurting'n
dreea and cloak, he came up to her re-
spectfully.

*“Did yon sea {t, miss?

“*'I--1 tried to separate them,' she
replied, still speaking with the same
difficulty, while she sliently motioned
to Aldous, who was on the other side
of the unconscions and spparcntiy dy-
ing woman, to help her with the band-
oge she was applying. ‘But he was—
such a great—powerful brute.’
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“Aldous, hating the clumsinesa of
his man's fingers, knelt down and tried
to help her. Her trembling haad,
touched, mingled with his.

**Isn’t your arm hurt? said Aldous,
pointing to it |

*“‘It's not broken—it's wrenched; 1|
can'tuse it. There—that's all we ean |
do—till she gpets—to hospital.”

*Then she etood up, pale and stag-
gering, and asked the policeman if ho
could put on a bandage. The mas had
got his ambulance certificate, and was |
proud to say that he conid.
a roll out of her baz. and guietly|
pointad to herarm. He did his best. |

not without skill, and the deep line of | !5

pain furrowing her brow relaxed s lit- |
tie. Then she sank down on the floor
agsin beside her patient, gazing at the
woman's marred !:re—indwcri‘\nblr

patient in its deep unconsciouszess—at | §
the gmarled and blood-stained hsn:bg attentiog.
ia | N.
locks of torm gray hair—with tears| ——

that ran unheeded down her cheeks | ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

with their wedding ring—at the th:

in a passion of mnguished pity, whick
touched a chord of memorr in Puh1
bura’s mind. He had seen her look |
&0 once before—beside Minta Herd, oo |

the day of Hurd's capture.” ing. d s Im
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1
|

! the gradual siaking of the lids, the|
shudder of departing life that ran!
| through the limbs. |
| *"A hesvy sound swung through the |
i air—a beavy repested sound .lh'.!
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